The Given Land
Tegan and Leland Wong-Daugherty believe in the right to land and soil. Furthermore the couple don't like to be
alone. And these are two good reasons to give their land to others. To live long and free.
"This is a place of dreamers" says Jenna Ross. She invited me to brunch, which she prepared on an antique
stove. After brunch she shows me her house built of straw and clay. It was intuition, an inner voice which lead
her to Knowlesville, NB, Canada where there are no buses, no trains, and asphalt no longer covers the streets.
By bike she travelled 1,700 km from Ontario eastward to find the perfect place to live for her and her partner.
"It immediately felt like home" she remembers.
Like her story, the stories of the other residents are similar. "From the beginning we felt like we were home"
they say. But there is something else. There was a family who was already here. A family who owned land. And
they gave this land to others, which means, they promised others they could use this land themselves. Simply
like that. For free.

Tegan and Leland
Windchimes on the Porch
Actually, the story should start with this family. On the way to their house one has to walk through a garden
with fruit tress, which are bare now. A rooster stalks around. One feels as if one is in Sweden, Bullerbu. Behind
the fruit trees one can see a red wooden house with white windows. On the porch a windchime makes soft

sounds. Tegan and Leland Wong-Daugherty live here with their four children. "Welcome. Make yourself
comfortable" Leland says. He places a bowl with oranges on the wooden table, before he starts to look after the
stove, a monster made of cast iron, that he feeds with wood regularly. While cooking and taking care of the
children he says sentences like "The best thing you can do with your money is to buy land and give it to others"
Originally Leland wanted to become a movie director. He was accepted and he should have gone to a film
school in Los Angeles. He didn't like it at all. Leland cancelled his studies and decided to become a farmer. He
went to the countryside, moving from farm to farm until he made his way from the USA to New Brunswick,
Canada.

Jenna Ross
The Story of their Life:

Here the son of American art- professors felt like he was at home. He began to work for the environmental
organization Falls Brook Centre, which has its base in Knowlesville. There he met his wife Tegan. A friend gave
them a piece of land as a wedding gift, they built their first house, the first child came. It was a good time, but
now that they couldn't travel anymore it felt a little lonely. In the whole community there are about 40 houses,
spread over many acres of hills and woods.
We wished we had neighbours" Tegan says, coming from the upper floor to the living room. The winter sun
falls down on a sculpture beside a TV and on baskets handing from the ceiling. In summer the couple walks
with these baskets to collect berries and mushrooms. Some of these they bought from natives. There is
something else they’ve adopted from the natives- parts of their thoughts for example. "The idea of buying land
is surreal for the tribes" tells Tegan. The earth belongs to all of us. We are allowed to use it and we have to take
care o her" Leland adds “We are of the opinion that everybody in the world has the right to a piece of land
where they can build themselves a home and grow food. It is the same right as we have to breath air and drink
water."
On the wooden windowsills stand vases with twigs which have opened their flowers from the warmth of the
stove. A cat lies on the couch. The telephone rings. Leland walks over, then unrest comes alive. He calls towards
his wife and runs over to the wardrobe. He had forgotten about a meeting. One of their many projects wait for
him. The door closes and his wife continues. It doesn't matter who tells the story, it is the story of them both; the
story of their lives. Before the first child was born she had worked on projects in Mexico and India. And now
she sat with a baby at the end of a gravel road surrounded by meadows. No other people in the night.

Home of Alex Murray

A five-year plan:
We heard that the old man who owned this land was going to sell it. So we went to see him. He wanted $40,000.
But at that point we only had $12,000, so we asked if we could pay this amount over three years. He didn't
answer the question but instead he asked if the couple knew a good place to collect mushrooms and berries. So
we went with him to the woods and when our baskets were full the old man said that we could have the
meadows. "That's how it works out here".

A house in the community
Some people heard that there was land to give away in Knowlesville. One of the first was Alex Murray. "I came
to a festival in the community and I heard about the project. I didn't believe a single word" he remembers. He
grins "I had the choice to choose my property". The gardener who is specialized in permaculture made a five
year plan. In the first two years he wanted to build a garden to have food. In the third year he planned his house
and in the forth year he built it, earlier than expected.
As one of the first residents Alex came together with Tegan and Leland and they talked about the future of the
community. The decided that everybody who wants some land has to first live here for one year before finally
settling. That's the only condition, until today. "With that there has been a natural selection which worked.". The
couple promises lifelong user-rights to the land. They don't interfere, everyone can do what they want, but we
want to avoid people selling the property to make money. That's why the land stays in this founded trust. "The
houses people build belong to the residents. If someone wants to move they can sell their house of course"
Tegan says.
So together 21 adults and 9 children live beside two gravel roads. All of them like nature and chose this life. If

they want to visit a neighbour, they have to walk ten minutes. Each of the lots are one hectare , the houses of the
neighbours are only visible in the far distance (if the house is finished that is). Who decides to stay has a few
hard years at first. In the summer the new people camp on their ground, work on their houses until the first
snow arrives. In winter they sublet from their neighbours, look for recipes for the right plaster or the
construction for sawdust-toilets. Besides that they work- partly all year around, partly seasonally. Some of them
make their money at farms and there is a ruck driver and a homeopath too. Along with everything the
housebuilding takes a couple years.
As the residents meet up in the community building, which is also the school, their talk turns to what phase their
house is in. "We live in a three-quarter house" says Jenna and laughs. The last quarter shall be finished this
summer, which means she and her partner have to finish one wall and finish the floor. Jenna wants hardwood
flooring which will cover the subfloor which currently consists of raw planks. She says "Now when I clean the
upper floor the dust comes right down on the dining room table". For the future she would also like a shower,
toilet, and internet.
Everybody´s welcome
Tegan and Leland's house is one of only a few finished one. It demonstrates what everybody is working
towards. It is cozy living in a "breathable" house. Solar cells deliver enough power, an electric pump provides
water, in winter time it's warm, in summertime cold, there is a working shower and in the garden they grow fruit
and vegetables. The chickens lay eggs and there is a cow too. "Since the house is finished we pay only a few
bills" says Tegan. $2000 for firewood for a year, plus our car, the land taxes, and the violin lessons for their
children. The family can provide themselves with at least one third of their own food.
They paid for their property using saved money and inheritance. The actual bills they pay with the child benefits
they receive from the government and sometimes with other projects. Tegan inspects organic farms, Leland
creates logos for farms. He is also trying to establish an online shop for hits self-made kites.
But there is still a lot to do. At the moment the couple thinks about a second building. It could be a hostel. Or a
residence for seniors. The village welcomes everybody.
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